
IDIOT WITH PREY 
for two amplified pianos and percussion 

Requiem for Adrienne Sudweeks 

Peter Vukmirovic Stevens 



STAGE SETUP

Performance Layout

• Piano I (amplified, lid removed) — stage left

• Piano II (amplified, lid removed) — stage right

• Percussion: snare drum and small cymbal, centered and slightly upstage of the 
pianos (position may be adjusted according to the venue).

Notes

• Instrument positioning is flexible and may adapt to space acoustics

• Maintain clear sight-lines between performers

• Amplification should remain balanced and spatial

• The percussionist enters quietly and without drawing attention, shortly before 
their entrance.

__________________________________________________________________________________

AUDIENCE

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS

• Both pianos: amplified

• Use omnidirectional microphones (Omni mics) for each piano

• One microphone per piano, positioned to capture full resonance field

• Preference for open, non-isolated acoustic capture (natural bleed encouraged)

• Percussion: close-miked or room-miked depending on venue system

• Snare drum is half-muted, place a wallet or something similar on the head



Program Note 

This work exists in response to the life and violent death of Adrienne 
Sudweeks, who was murdered in her apartment on February 23, 1997 in Costa 
Mesa, California. 

At the time, the investigation was compromised by significant procedural 
failures in the collection and handling of forensic evidence. Although the 
perpetrator had previously been arrested in an unrelated context and 
fingerprints were available, the connection to this crime was not established for 
many years. 

In 2016, a cold case investigation led by a detective in Virginia revisited the 
preserved DNA evidence from the crime scene. This renewed analysis 
identified a match to FELIPE VIANNEY HERNANDEZ TELLEZ, dob: 
05-26-1973 who had since left the country and was living in Mexico. Despite 
this identification, attempts to secure extradition have not been successful, and 
the case remains unresolved. 

This work reflects on Adrienne’s life, her absence, and delayed justice. It is not 
an attempt to represent the event directly, but rather to acknowledge its 
continuing unresolved presence and the silence that surrounds it. 

The title of this work came to me in a dream. I am not certain it is the “right” 
title for the piece, but it feels like what my mind has distilled from the event. 

Adrienne was a 26-year-old photographer and a dear friend since my high 
school years. Her death has profoundly altered the lives of those who knew her, 
and its presence has not diminished with time. 

This work is an attempt to hold that absence in sound. Contrary to the idea 
that time heals all wounds, I have not found this to be true, only that time 
changes the shape of what remains. 
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