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“A good image is never alone”
— René Magritte
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This is not a poem

Samuel Jay Keyser Peter Vukmirovic Stevens
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Things without names are the ghosts of things

Samuel Jay Keyser
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Things without things,
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There is no color in an empty place

Samuel Jay Keyser Peter Vukmirovic Stevens

There is no color in an empty place, only the sound of color that we cock our ears to, L
Narrator like gaudy birds. The world is filled with such birdsong, each an exclamation point
without a sentence. Where shall we find a grammarian to make sense of the sound?
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It is late on a spring day

Samuel Jay Keyser Peter Vukmirovic Stevens
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They have become their names, | scrawled across the evening.
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Eden is just another name for need

Samuel Jay Keyser Peter Vukmirovic Stevens
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Imagine a table

Samuel Jay Keyser Peter Vukmirovic Stevens
J=ca. 132
- | - | ,{ Imagine a | table surrounded by |
Narrator guests.
mf" ben marcato
=
o) = . . .
J: : = — ] I
Z /
==
Piano 'l% J 1% pp
r— FEEs Tl e I PRAPIRE P
- - o & > o

dolcissimo e legato

7 They eat. | 7° They smoke. | 7° They laugh. | 7° Suddenly someone

/—\ / — = =
A/\ . — —
- 0 — ] 7 |

oy 14

vanishes. | In anguish the host | cups his hands, whispers

e A
g e . s ® . s ® . s ® . s ® o
@ L 2 R & - &

10



The World Is Filled With Empty Places - VI

a name into the bowl. | Each syllable drops | alms for a beggar. | g 7 Only |
like
S — =
>~ T .o % > 4
T T T T 1 b — T T /_\
= O
Z

o 4

D
ADOND

T,

¢
)
)

R & &

the more the bowl fills, | the poorer the host becomes. | -
N — e —
/- \ il\' I
! - ) I;] .] i 0 0 ) = )
e) 4 ——— s 5 h )
o —
= =
e):
Z—5 > 5 =
s - o s o
That is how we are made | paupers 7 by the |
A e ——— e ———
)" 4
7 -
< TN
K, < < v B
= =
o . @ g 7 —— S — —
o 4 o -
names of those we love. - -
molto rit.
() > > > = = = . >.
9 s e
[ {am) 1 1 — |4
ANV 1/ | - -
e) r |—| T
o) -
7T g a® o @ ® P P e @ %o g
o s - - o

11




:
\ }

ca. 200

The World Is Filled With Empty Places - VI

J

S

1/
VI/4

¢ 1/ 1

“r

ca. 132

D=

88

IV
r

E)%

Eﬁ

ca. 132

S=

88

o

g mf non legato

o)
.

N

12



VII

There can be no argument in an empty place

Samuel Jay Keyser Peter Vukmirovic Stevens
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house, white on a |

the wind blowing

Peter Vukmirovic Stevens

raising the curtains on an

Narrator green hill, through its old argument.
untended windows,
L sTE— T -
)" 4
{7~ : T
\Q_)V :-o :- <
= =
Piano 2 pp 2 2 2 Z
() A Il ﬂ?
pa ¥ ya 99—
H—- S —— I m— ¢ o—eo O
g £ - —I~% & - 4 o
& N—
<= 8. ___
g Inside, | a table, dusty, | an upturned g inthe | corner a dead moth |
glass, fluttered
" te » )
0 e P - - . i
7 - % . %
{7 ie
ANV |
D)
i i y
0
’ L]
iam) ] h 3
AN3v # D N2 1 # T
D) <P hng; prg
by the breeze. | Why are these | of emptiness? g They are | ,{ without a book.
images bookmarks
N te LT "— He o " & o " &
’ i . AN
{7 ok £ 73
NV | d N N
¥ .l 1
o) b A b h
) 4 % E 1) ST E ! —
(’r\r‘\ i ﬁ r{h vy — Z ﬁ ({h oy e ' ﬁ —
NV . bl AN = -~ bl AN = = bl AN
e Fé'. = | © A R — | [ i — | ©
h T — ~—— ~——
v
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There can be no sound in empty air
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Who is the diva who sings Dame Vida?

Samuel Jay Keyser Peter Vukmirovic Stevens
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I bite into a peach

Samuel Jay Keyser Peter Vukmirovic Stevens
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Samuel Jay Keyser
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Someone strung a wire
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Someone strung a wire over town
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he’s gone, says

The World Is Filled With Empty Places - XII
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Our mouths tiny o's of desire

Samuel Jay Keyser Peter Vukmirovic Stevens
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In the nursury the Madonna suckles her babe

Peter Vukmirovic Stevens
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The architect declares the building

Samuel Jay Keyser Peter Vukmirovic Stevens
.=108 J=88
- 3 The | architect declares | ,{ Facades take onan || air of air.
Narrator the building.
0 | | |
)" A 1 | [ 1 7O
e g e 8 > o
e
Piano 2 mf' expressive ——
> | e | L h '
) — el | — — I | -
Z 2 — ! > — —
1 [l ] -
& -
He fingers his He closes The monument bles. g Entire cities
lapel. Thereisa | = his eyes. | = crum-
monument.
5 /_\ /—\

0 T Y >
. a1 o« «—,
(Y 7 iy L o L
& F—; j.—ﬁld o = f—on

b> mp g
SRS (e NP P e D

o e v .
F—— e e
v ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
4
poco rit. A tempo
float below the | l where the sun | nor g It is always | day and the day after. g |
surface of his brow neither rises sets.  the next Light
5
3 5 4
o e T i
{ b { |
= e —. e Wﬂoﬁ_g F o 7

TR
= =
/ ~—

28

NG

A

T
L)
T8

{ 18

Y
BT

9




plays on the walls | & Alas, 3 when | light goes out;

of his sala.

The World Is Filled With Empty Places - XV
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A mind filled with empty places is a mind filled

Samuel Jay Keyser Peter Vukmirovic Stevens
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The first letter was the first letter

Samuel Jay Keyser Peter Vukmirovic Stevens
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XVIII

The texture of the bloom

Samuel Jay Keyser Peter Vukmirovic Stevens
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Samuel Jay Keyser

XIX
Shut down the bells

Peter Vukmirovic Stevens
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is sufficient.
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A leaf falls. Then another

Samuel Jay Keyser Peter Vukmirovic Stevens
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You walk in the shade of a lane

Samuel Jay Keyser Peter Vukmrovic Stevens
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Samuel Jay Keyser

Narrator
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XXII

Like a breath of fresh air

Peter Vukmirovic Stevens

Like a breath of fresh air, before the beginning,
the sea washed over words. God held the primer in his hand.
Now that he has closed the book, the universe is merely poetry.
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